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- Black Stories — Instructions

You are going to solve some mysterious situations.
Each story describes a strange or puzzling event. Your task is to find out what really happened.

How it works:
1. One person (the story keeper) reads the scenario aloud.

2. The others work together to find the explanation.
3. You may only ask yes/no questions (e.g. Did he know the person?, Was the weather important?).

o The story keeper will answer: Yes, No, or Not relevant.

4. Keep asking questions until you discover the solution.

Tips for success:
e Think creatively — the answers are often unexpected!

e Listen carefully to each other’s questions.
e Try to use different types of questions (about people, time, place, actions, objects, etc.).

e Don’t give up too quickly — the fun is in exploring the mystery.
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1. You are driving down the road in your car on a wild, stormy night,
when you pass by a bus stop and you see three people waiting for
the bus:

*»* an old lady who looks as if she is about to die,
*»* an old friend who once saved your life,
*** the perfect partner you have been dreaming about

Knowing that there can only be one passenger in your car, whom would
vou choose?
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Hint: You can make everyone happy. Your car can only

contain one passenger, so who should it be?
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Answer: The old lady of course! After helping the old
lady into the car, you can give your keys to your friend,

and wait with your perfect partner for the bus.



-nglish FOCUS

2. Acting on an anonymous phone call, the police raid a
house to arrest a suspected murderer. They don't know
what he looks like, but they know his name is John and
that he is inside the house. The police burst in on a
carpenter, a lorry driver, a mechanic and a fireman all
playing poker. Without hesitation or communication of
any kind, they immediately arrest the fireman. How do
they know they've got their man?
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Hint: The police only know two things, that the criminal’s

name is John and that he is in a particular house.
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Answer: The fireman is the only man in the room.

The rest of the poker players are women.
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3. Bad Boy Bubby was warned by his mother never to
open the cellar door or he would see things that he was
not meant to see. One day while his mother was out he
did open the cellar door. What did he see?
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Hint: His mother was an odd woman.
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Answer: When Bad Boy Bubby opened the cellar door
he saw the living room and, through its windows,
the garden. He had never seen these before because

his mother had kept him in the cellar all his life.
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4. Five pieces of coal, a carrot and a scarf are lying
on the lawn. Nobody put them on the lawn but
there is a perfectly logical reason why they should be

there. What is it?
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Hint: What can you possibly need a carrot, some coal

and a scarf for?
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Answer: They were used by children who made

a snowman. The snow has now melted.



