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- Black Stories — Instructions

You are going to solve some mysterious situations.
Each story describes a strange or puzzling event. Your task is to find out what really happened.

How it works:

1. One person (the story keeper) reads the scenario aloud.
2. The others work together to find the explanation.

3. You may only ask yes/no questions (e.g. Did he know the person?, Was the weather
important?).

o The story keeper will answer: Yes, No, or Not relevant.
4. Keep asking questions until you discover the solution.

Tips for success:

e Think creatively — the answers are often unexpected!
e Listen carefully to each other’s questions.
e Try to use different types of questions (about people, time, place, actions, objects, etc.).

e Don’t give up too quickly — the fun is in exploring the mystery.
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SCENARIO: A hunter aimed his rifle carefully and
fired. Seconds later, he realized his terrible mistake.

Minutes later, he was dead.
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HINT: The hunter didn’t hit a person or an animal... but
his shot still caused something deadly to happen in

nature.
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ANSWER: The hunter was in the snow-covered mountains.
His shot triggered an avalanche. The massive wave of

snow buried him, and he died of suffocation.
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SCENARIO: A man went to a party and had some of the
punch. He left early. Everyone else who drank the punch
later that night died of poisoning.

Why did the man survive?
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HINT: He drank the same punch

— but not at the same time.
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ANSWER: The poison was hidden in the ice cubes. When
the man drank the punch, the ice hadn't melted yet. But
as time passed, the ice slowly melted into the punch,

releasing the poison. The others drank it later

— and died.
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SCENARIO: You are on a narrow island, one mile long
and 100 yards wide, with dry vegetation from a long
drought. Suddenly, a fire breaks out at one end of the
island. A strong wind is blowing the flames directly
toward you, and the fire is spreading across the full
width of the island. You can't escape: The cliffs are too
steep to climb down, the sea is full of sharks, the fire

will soon reach you. What can you do to survive?
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HINT: You can’t stop the fire — but you might be able

to control where it goes first.
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ANSWER: You light a second fire near yourself and burn

a patch of vegetation ahead of the approaching flames.
Once that area is burned, there's nothing left to fuel the
main fire. You step into the already-burned area — a safe
zone — and the larger fire passes around you.
This technique is known as a backfire and is actually used

in real wildfire situations.
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SCENARIO: A man woke up in the middle of the night
and turned off the light. As a result, ten people died.
Why?
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HINT: The light wasn’t in a room. The man was at work.
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ANSWER: The man was a lighthouse keeper. He woke up,
turned off the lighthouse beacon, and went back to
sleep. Without the light to guide them, a ship crashed,

killing ten people on board.



